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here it was only a feeble brook, which ran over a
few feet of mud. A little more than half-way, we
began to skirt the river of the Miamis, which was on
our left. We found therein large crabs in abundance.
From time to time we marched over vast prairies,
where the herbage was sometimes of extraordinary
height. Having reached Monsieur Raimond’s post,
we bought pirogues and provisions; and, on the
afternoon of the 27th, we set out, en route for Detroit.

The fort of the Miamis was in a very bad condi-
tion when we reached it; most of the palisades were
decayed and fallen into ruin. Within there were
eight houses,—or, to speak more correctly, eight
miserable huts, which only the desire of making
money could render endurable. The French there
numbered 22; all of them, even to the commandant,
had the fever. Monsieur Raimond did not approve
the situation of the fort, and maintained that it
should be placed on the bank of the St. Joseph river,
distant only a scant league from its present site. He
wished to show me that spot, but the hindrances of
our departure prevented me from going thither. All
that I could do for him was to trace for him the plan
of his new fort. The latitude of the old one is 41°
29'. It was while with the Miamis that I learned
that we had, a little before entering riviere 2 la
Roche, passed within two or three leagues of the
famous salt-springs where are the skeletons of
immense animals.” This news greatly chagrined
me; and I could hardly forgive myself for having
missed this discovery. It was the more curious that
I should have done this on my journey, and I would

have been proud if I could have given you the
details of it.



